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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON 

MAR 2 9 1961 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 



SUBJECT: Operations Against North Vietnam 

A response to your National Security Action Memorandum 
of 9 March 1961 on this subject has been withheld pending a 
reaction from the CIA, which you now have by Mr. Dulles* 
paper dated 25 March 1961. 

It is my opinion that the rationale behind CIA's limited 
program and capability projection in this rests too heavily 
upon President Diem x s understandable concern about his own 
pressing internal security problem. I believe we should face 
the problem of lacking a capability beyond the relatively small 
help committed to Diem. In this regard. Defense is offering 
to assist CIA develop upon a priority basis all possible assets 
and operational actions appropriate for the task you indicated. 


Defense might conceivably be able to mount some actions 
on its own to achieve the vitally impo rtant purpose you desire, 
but in view of existing assignment of responsibility for covert 
activity to CIA and the running “out of time, I believe that our 
most useful proposal is all-out support of CIA which we are 
reaffirming. 
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